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eating tone ; * how long have we been separated ! and yet we find him ever the same; he ever loves us. Yes ! dear mother, he loves you now, the same as in old days. If you had seen him, as I have seen him, weep when he recalled your promise to be a parent to him, and then contrasted with such sweet hopes your present reserve, oh ! you would believe he had a heart, you would, indeed 1'
1 Weep !' exclaimed Lady Annabel, bitterly, ' ay! they can weep. Sensibility is a luxury which they love to indulge. Their very susceptibility is our bane. They can weep; they can play upon our feelings; and our emotion, so easily excited, is an homage to their own power, in which they glory.
1 Look at Cadurcis,' she suddenly resumed; * bred with so much care ; the soundest principles instilled into him with such sedulousness; imbibing them apparently with so much intelligence, ardour, and sincerity, f with all that fervour, indeed, with which men of his temperament for the moment pursue every object; but a few years back, pious, dutiful, and moral, viewing perhaps with intolerance too youthful all that differed from the opinions and the conduct he had been educated to admire and follow. And what is he now ? The most lawless of the wild; casting to the winds every salutary principle of restraint and social discipline, and glorying only in the abandoned energy of self. Three years ago, you yourself confessed to me, he reproached you with your father's conduct; now he emulates it. There is a career which such men must run, and from which no influence can divert them; it is in their blood. To-day Cadurcis may vow to you eternal devotion; but, if the world speak truth, Venetia, a month ago he was equally enamoured of another, a.nd one, too, who cannot be his. But grant that his sentiments towards you are for the moment sincere ; his imagination broods upon your idea, it transfigures it with a halo which exists only to his vision. Yield to him ; become his bride; and you will have the mortification of finding that, before six months have elapsed,